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       Citation for Digital Storytelling 

  

Academia requires correct citation and this requirement extends to digital writing / creation. 

If you cannot find the creator of an image or audio file, then choose another. Don’t use 

signal phrases (for example “According to…”) in the script. Instead give credit to sources in 

the credit list at the end (example below). This page will explain how to cite sources used in 

digital stories in MLA format.  

The Basics  

● Use www.CreativeCommons.org for pictures and music or other royalty free sites. 

Note: Buying the new Beyonce album does not give you the right to use it in your 

digital story. Purchasing music is generally for private use only.  

● Be sure to credit the photographer and musician by name. If the photo is only published on the 

web - not also housed in a museum, for example - and a username is given as the creator, use 

it.  

● If you include quotes or paraphrases in your credits, include proper citation (MLA, 

APA or Chicago depending on the class) for those quotes and paraphrases in the 

credits.  

● Photos and music that you create yourself belong to you. Credit yourself: Last name, 

First name. Personal archives. Date.  

● If the author’s name is the same as the uploaders’ name, only cite it once. However, 

if they’re different, use the author’s name before the title and the uploader after the 

website. 

Example MLA Format Credit Information  

Narrated By [Your Name] 
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Need More Help? Come See Us.  

Student Success Center Fall Hours  

 

Monday - Thursday 10:30 AM - 2:30 PM 

Confluence Building Room 414 
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